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The additional expense ineurred in carrying out the classi- 
fication was met hy donations of a few public spirited citizens 
and friends of the library to whom the town should be duly 
grateful. 
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July first. Mrs. Sarah E. Heard, who had served as librarian 
with conscientious fidelity since April 1, 18 an appreciation 
of whose long and devoted services the trustees have spread on 
REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY. ‘ ~. their records, was succeeded by Miss Mabel T. Staples (now 

Fake sy Mrs. Everett Simall) who was unanimously elected by the 
Trustees. after the consideration of several applications. As she 
could not enter into the duties of the office immediately, with 
the approval of the Trustees. she obtained Miss Sarah Lovell 


The most important work accomplished by the Board ot 
Library Trustees during the past year has been the classification 


of the library in accordance with the Dewey system. as a substitute who efiiciently fulfilled her duties. to the satis- 
With its more than thirteen thousand volumes, the library faction of the board and the patrons of the libra 
s vot far bexond the control of any librarian under the plan . ; 
has got far beyond the cont Pp Mrs. Small] assumed charge August 24. Having graduated 


that had been in vogue for half a century. What was needed fromthe Liberal Arts college at Boston University and having an 


experience of several years as teacher 1m the High school of our 
aa reee town, and being peculiarly fitted by temperament for such a posi- 
ayst Library se -ag secured, and with the aid of two as- : ‘ : 
herst Library school, was se ss pe ig t ae tion, she has adapted herself to the office most satisfac ‘torily. The 
sistants commenced work the first of J uly, completing the class- ; 


ification and recataloguing Nov ember first. with the exception of ; “ 


was system and classification. 
Miss E. Louise Jones of Waltham, a graduate of the Am- 


reforms she has inaugurated have met with the hearty approval of 


the board and proven most helpful and pleasing to the patrons 
the duplicate catalogue for Cochituate which was finished the of the library 


middle of January. The result is most satisfactory, and the use- : . July ¢ 
| s July first also commenced the opening of the library on 
fulness and convenience of the library has been more than ‘ ‘ 

doubled. Every book has its place, and there is a place in wait- 
ing, as it were. for every book that may be added in the years to 


Wednesday evening, so that it is now open to the public 
‘3 Wednesdays and Saturdays from three till five in the afternoon, 

and from six thirty until nine in the evening. eXcept holidays, 
; : -. The wisdom of the change has been fully demoustr ated, and = ad- 
-., ditional open hours will follow as soon as the town will sanction, 
~_ by furnishing the necessary means to defray the additional ex- 
"pense. 


come. 
In the Librarian’s report 1s a brief explanation of the 
tem as well as the new method of delivery of books which 1s so : 
arré ue that the book takers as well as the librarian has a 
record of when the book was ken out and when it is due, and 
there is now no chance of levying fines through error. It also 
enables the librarian to know at all times where the books are, 
which was impossible under the old plan. In the past many 
books have been lost that it was impossible to trace, 


be: During the year the friends of the library have shown in 
many ways their deep interest in its welfare. Mrs. Warren G. 
_ Roby has made many donations inc ate an excellent oi] por- 
= trait of the late Warren Gould Roby as well as wall and mautel 
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clocks. brouze busts and many volumes from the private library 
of the late Mr. Roby. The Misses Loring and Mr. Wallace 
Draper have donated many volumes and current magazines. 
Besides these there are friends whom it is not our privilege to 
hae. 

With the funds at our disposal and the work that we have 
been obliged to perform we have not been able to procure as 
many books as usual, only obtaining such current hterature 
and absolute essentials as we felt must be supplied. We are 
still wofully in need of up-to-date books of reference and what 
may be termed “semi-technical” works. Rapid strides have been 
made in history. science. travel and research during the past 
decade. and we have not been able to keep abreast with the 
times. Many standard works and juvenile sets are in “need of 
replacing, and fiction in general shows the severe usage to which 


it has been subjected. 


Such donations as those of Mr. James Draper, Mr. James 
Sumner Draper and Mrs. Lydia Maria Childs, whose incomes can 
only be used for the purchase of books are most beneficial. 


We also have to report closer contact with the public 
schools and an inerease in the number of patrons and book 
takers. The library will be open for inspection and distribution 
of books on town meeting day from ten until six. 


In asking for only eight hundred dollars for the library, we 
do it with a desire to do our part towards keeping the tax rate 
as low as possible, yet realizing that an increased appropriation 
in this department would prove of lasting benefit to the town. 


A recommendation that we will urge is an early introduc- 
tion of electricity for lighting. 


re) 


The apparent unexpended balance as shown in the Treas- 
urer of the Library Funds’ report was reserved for payment 
February bills presented March 1, which have been ‘settled 


~s 


amount to 89.350. 
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Appended is the Librarian’s report with statistical informa- 
tion and catalogue of last year’s accessions. 
Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN CONNELLY, Chairman, 
ARTHUR G. BENNETT, Clerk, 
FRANCIS SHAW, 

HARRY E. CARSON, 

C. B. WILLIAMS, 

A. CLIFFORD BRYANT. 
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efficient and tireless work of the building eemtiney | 

When the time came for moving, the Trustees went befor c 
town at a special meeting, asking for an extra appropriatic of 
$300. This was cheerfully given, and under the direction of e of 
the trustees the moving was accomplished at the minimum of expel 08 
The books, as a whole, are in good condition, eee many 


shape. We are still woefully in need of up-to-date bockatt 
reference, and those books which are needed by the scholars of : 
public schools, as well as others of our townspeople, who de it 
pursue special lines of research and study, and books whic 
have aright to expect to find in the library. We are endeé 
to get into closer touch with the schools. With the cordial a 
tance that we are now receiving from the speitndet 
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in the new building was to procure a file of magazines for the read- 
ing room, and this now seems to be the most attractive feature of 
the library to many. 

A need of the most urgent nature is a classification of the 
library, bringing it up to the modern ideas and thus fully doubling 
its usefulness. 

The interest taken and the increased circulation since the first 
of January are noticed with gratification by the Trustees, and the 
many calls for more open hours at the library we hope to meet 
within a few weeks. 

The rules and regulations appended we have adopted after 
careful consideration. 

Herewith is also the Librarian’s report containing statistical 
information, also a catalogue of the last year’s accessions. The 
Treasurer of Library Fund’s report shows an unexpended balance, 
which is somewhat misleading from the fact that necessary expenses 
consequent upon moving have been voted, bills for which have not 
been presented. 

In recommending the appropriation of $800 for next year we 
have taken into consideration the desire of the town to keep the tax- 
rate down as low as possible, and have asked only for that which is 
absolutely necessary. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN CONNELLY, Chairman, 
ARTHUR G. BENNETT, Clerk, 
CHESTER B. WILLIAMS, 
HARRY E. CARSON, 
FRANCIS SHAW, 

AD SeBRYAN TL. 
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Town of Wayland. 
Public Library, f 
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The most notable feature of the administration of the by 
ahe Trustees are glad to recei 


during the last year has been the installation of the Branch Libra 
and Reading Room at Cochituate. By vote of the town a: '* 


annual meeting held March 25, 1907, $1,000 was appropriate« 


thyeare 


this purpose, the amount being placed in the hands of the Lio: 


Trustees for expenditure at their discretion. 

The first action of the Trustees was to appoint a commi:tt’ 
e wishes of the citizens of Cochituate in regarc t: t+ 
and to formulate plans for its esta. 


This committee reported interview: 
Unice ore 


* 
Hac 


‘of the townspeople, 


oe 


Tes ve suggestions of books desired ‘See 
to add them to the Library if 3 - 


% 


ARTHUR G, BENNETT, Chairman 
ALFRED W, CuTTING, Secreta . 4 
FRANCIS SHAW, a | 
JOHN CONNELLY, os 
Amos I, HADLEY, 

ALFRED A, CARTER, . , 


Trustees. 


ascertain th 
proposed Reading Room 


ment and maintenance. 
citizens, notably the Executive Committee of the Men’s 
considered several eligible locations, finally recommending $:. 
store formerly occupied by Mr. N. R. Gerald on Main Strer s+ 
available for rental, be secured. The committee suggeste- te = 
Assistant Librarian be employed, that the room be comfortas + w* 
attractively fitted up, that it be supplied with a liberal assirteme 
of current periodicals, reference books, a dictionary. +» ™ * 
standard encyclopedias, and that a certain number of bose: * * 
general character be purchased and placed upon shelves 
nucleus of a larger collection. It was further suggeste. the 
room be open Wednesdays and Saturdays, afternoon an. sews} 
and Thursdays in the evening, during the summer, a "8% or Ta 
during the winter, from October ist to April 1s: » SER gra ee ia 


of this report were all adopted by the r} 7 
cribed for and some tw: hil’ : a: aiesimeaemecertia ceed: « 
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Seventeen periodicals were subs 

and fifty volumes purchased. 
The Reading Room was opene 
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d to the public on july 2) “Mater 
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